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Sunday 24 April 2011 

2(c) EDUCATION REFORM IN NORTHERN IRELAND 

Peter Scott to move, 

Fred Brown to second: 

Conference believes that the education reform agenda in Northern Ireland is trapped in a political 
impasse which is blocking those measures essential to meet the challenge of the education funding 
cuts and, thereby, is damaging severely the education service and life chances of a generation of 
young people. 
Conference asserts that the failure to establish the Education and Skills Authority is diverting much 
needed funding away from schools and will lead to school closures, staff redundancies, rising pupil-
teacher ratios and the diminishing provision of support services. 
Conference calls upon the political parties to: 
(i)  put their differences aside and focus on protecting education from the cuts; 
(ii)  commit to the immediate establishment of the Education Skills Authority as the single 

employing body for all teachers and education support staff and 
(iii) seize the opportunity to develop a strategy for a sustainable school estate of the 21st century. 
Conference further calls upon the Northern Ireland Assembly to support the Workforce Review and 
ensure that the Strategic Forum reduces the workload of teachers in order to enable them to focus 
on teaching and learning and raising standards in education. 
(Executive) 

ACADEMIES AND FREE SCHOOLS 

Brian Cookson to move, 

Sandra Cheek to second: 

Conference condemns the enactment of the Academies Act 2010, forced on to the statute books 
without proper parliamentary scrutiny and in contempt of the democratic process. 
Conference reaffirms its commitment to continue to protect the interests of all members working in 
academy and free schools. 
Conference believes that the academies and free schools programme: 
(i)  represents an ideologically driven attempt to dismantle state education; 
(ii)  compromises the values and ethos of public service; 
(iii) aims to undermine the democratic accountability of local authorities that is an essential element 

of the provision of state education and other public services; 
(iv) undermines the drive for community cohesion and will lead to segregation, discrimination and 

educational apartheid; 
(v)  places an additional, unacceptable burden on the public purse at a time of economic recession 

and devastating cuts to public services; 
(vi) erodes the pay, working conditions and status of the school workforce and 
(vii) represents a direct assault on the rights of workers to organise within trade unions. 
Conference endorses the action taken by the National Executive in opposing the academies and 
free schools programme, supports the continuing campaign of opposition and welcomes the joint 
work undertaken by the NASUWT and other education unions within the TUC to oppose academies 
and free schools. 
Conference is dismayed by the failure of some local authorities, faced with the roll-out of academies 
and free schools, to defend their role in school improvement, monitoring of educational attainment, 
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provision for pupils with special needs and strategic planning to ensure the provision of high quality 
state schools. 
Conference, therefore, supports the National Executive in pursuing appropriate industrial action 
across all schools in any local authority which colludes in the establishment of academies or free 
schools. 
(Executive, Portsdown, Birmingham, Hertfordshire) 

AMENDMENT 

John Crofts to move, 

John Slater to second: 

After the fourth paragraph, insert the following: 
‘Conference applauds all members who have taken strike action to resist academy conversion in 

their schools and congratulates the National Executive for its willingness to implement such strike 

action. 

Conference asserts that the more widespread and determined the industrial action is, the greater 

likelihood there is of success. 

Conference urges the National Executive to correspond with all activists and members to 

encourage them to organise for industrial action, up to and including strike action, in any school 

facing conversion to academy status.’ 

(South Derbyshire) 

At the conclusion of debate of the above motion(s), the session will continue with the debate of motions taken 

from the balloted list. 
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